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the volition that ensues in me is the lower or the higher, is
no more a moral question, than whether I remember or
forget The personal temptation, the defiance of difficulty,
the intentional effort, the victorious agency, in virtue of
which the merit is awarded, disappear, and lapse into passive
alternations of suggestion, crossing the theatre of conscious-
ness, till the less vivid and habitual fades away. I am far
from thinking that Shaftesbury intended to teach any such
complete subjection of the mind to ' nature;' but the fact
that his language logically leads to it, and that he did not
appreciate the distinction between spontaneity and free-win\
must be taken to indicate a certain immaturity in his
psychology.
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